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by the party or parties so charged) to and for two
justices of the peace ... of the same county, inhabit-
ing -within the said hundred or near unto the same
where any such execution shall be had, to assess and
tax ratably and proportionably according to their dis-
cretions all and every the towns, parishes, villages, and
hamlets, as well of the said hundred where any such
robbery shall be committed as of the liberties within
the said hundred, to and towards an equal contribution
to be had and made for the relief of the said inhabi-
tant or inhabitants against whom the party or parties
robbed before that time had his or their execution;
and that after such taxation made, the constables, con-
stable, head-boroughs or head-borough of every such
town, parish, village, and hamlet shall, by virtue of
this present act, have full power and authority within
their several limits ratably and proportionably to tax
and assess according to their abilities every inhabitant
and dweller in every such town, parish, village, and
hamlet for and towards the payment of such taxation
and assessment as shall be so made on every such
town, parish, village, and hamlet as aforesaid by the
said justices."

This was the last rating act of importance passed
before the poor-laws of 1597 and 1601; biit as some
most vital questions under the statute of 1601 re-
mained unanswered till 1633, and the influence of the
poor-rate is not apparent in other rating legislation
before the era of the Long Parliament, the few rating
acts of James I.'s reign may be regarded as a sort of
appendix to the earlier period.

Here we find in 1603-4 an act (i Jac. I, c. 31) for
the relief and ordering of persons affected with the